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Aurubis upgrades shaft furnace at Avellino site to 
boost copper wire rod production 

» Highly profitable investment of approximately €5 million strengthens 
long-term development of Aurubis’ Italian rod plant 

» Upgraded shaft furnace increases production capacity by about 20 % 
and improves energy efficiency 

» Expansion of wire rod production secures supply across key 
markets, particularly Southern Europe & North Africa 

Avellino / Hamburg, September 18, 2025 – Aurubis AG, a leading global provider 
of non-ferrous metals and one of the world’s largest copper recyclers, has 
successfully modernized its shaft furnace at the Avellino site, marking a significant 
step toward more efficient and sustainable copper wire rod production. 

Copper wire is a critical material for digital infrastructure like data centers, the 
energy transition, electrification and e-mobility. Aurubis invested approximately €5 
million in improvements designed to enhance production capacity by nearly 20 %. 
The upgrade will contribute positively to the Aurubis Group’s operating profitability. 

The shaft furnace is at the heart of copper wire production in Avellino: Primarily 
copper cathodes and some very pure scrap are fed into the tall, vertical furnace 
from the top. As the materials move downward, they are preheated by hot gases 
rising from below before fully melting at the bottom. This design makes the furnace 
highly energy-efficient, allowing more material to be processed with lower energy 
consumption and a reduced CO₂ footprint. Aurubis is committed to expanding its 
leading role in sustainability in line with its Tomorrow Metals promise to business 
partners to stay best in class in all the sustainability challenges of today and the 
future through our metals. 

Bernardino Greco, Site Manager at Aurubis Avellino, said: “Modernizing the shaft 
furnace provides the foundation for more energy-efficient and future-ready 
production in Avellino. At the same time, it strengthens our market position and 
ensures the long-term supply of strategically important copper wire rod for our 
customers.” 

The modernization included a taller furnace shaft as well as a new furnace shell, 
updated refractory lining, an optimized charging system, and the groundwork for a 
future-ready burner and combustion setup. These measures create the basis for 
further decarbonization initiatives and energy solutions. 

“The upgrade of our Avellino plant is a major milestone in the history of the site that 
makes us stronger. The significant investment demonstrates our commitment to 
make the important Italian rod plant future-proof. We are reinforcing our role as a 
reliable partner for the wire and cable industry, especially in Southern Europe and 
North Africa. The investment secures an advanced supply of copper wire, a key 
product for the major transformation trends, and plays a decisive role in 
strengthening Europe’s competitiveness,” emphasized Tim Kurth, Chief Operations 
Officer Custom Smelting and Products. 
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For August 2026, Aurubis is planning a second phase of the upgrade with a new 
natural gas combustion system that will increase energy efficiency and lower 
specific gas consumption by up to 10 %. The full capacity increase will take effect 
following the second phase.  

Avellino is an important part of the robust and sustainable network of the four 
Aurubis sites producing copper wire rod, allowing the company to reliably supply 
customers at all times.  

At the same time, Aurubis is the first company in Italy to begin the process of 
obtaining The Copper Mark certification for its Avellino site. The Copper Mark is an 
internationally renowned and independent assurance framework to promote 
responsible practices across the copper value chain.  
 

Aurubis — Metals for Progress 

Aurubis AG is a leading global provider of non-ferrous metals and one of the largest copper 
recyclers worldwide. The company processes complex metal concentrates, scrap metals, 
organic and inorganic metal-bearing recycling materials, and industrial residues into metals 
of the highest quality. Aurubis produces more than 1 million tons of copper cathodes 
annually, and from them a variety of products such as wire rod, continuous cast shapes, 
profiles, and flat rolled products made of copper and copper alloys. Aurubis produces a 
number of other metals as well, including precious metals, selenium, lead, nickel, tin and 
zinc. The portfolio also includes additional products such as sulfuric acid and iron silicate. 

Sustainability is a fundamental part of the Aurubis strategy. “Aurubis responsibly transforms 
raw materials into value” — following this maxim, the company integrates sustainable 
conduct and business activities into the corporate culture. This involves a careful approach 
to natural resources, responsible social and ecological conduct in everyday business, and 
sensible, healthy growth. 

Aurubis has around 7,100 employees, production sites in Europe and the US, and an 
extensive distribution network around the world. 

Aurubis shares are part of the Prime Standard Segment of the German Stock Exchange and 
are listed in the MDAX, the Global Challenges Index (GCX), and the STOXX Europe 600. 

More information at www.aurubis.com  
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