Press Release

General tankhouse overhaul: Aurubis invests
€ 60 million in the Lünen recycling site
»

Extensive work planned over three years

»

Reliable overall conditions important for investment decisions

»

10 % capacity expansion

Hamburg/Lünen, October 19, 2020 – At the Aurubis site in Lünen, the work for
the second phase of the tankhouse overhaul has started. Aurubis AG is investing a
total of € 60 million in the renovation of the facility. The work includes the
demolition and reconstruction of the tankhouse basins and other extensive
improvements to the production facility. At the end of the overhaul, the capacity of
the tankhouse, where the most energy-intensive part of the copper production
process takes place, will be expanded by 10 % thanks to an increase in efficiency.
The tankhouse renovation is planned for the next three years. Despite the work,
the facility can be operated at 80 % of its original capacity during this period.
“Following the construction of the new training center ATASI, which was
inaugurated in March 2019, this investment is Aurubis’ latest clear affirmation of its
largest recycling site here in Lünen,” Plant Manager Michael Jordan said. “At the
same time, with the capacity expansion, we are strengthening the significance of
our plant within Aurubis’ integrated smelter network and contributing to a
sustainable circular economy.”
Aurubis AG Executive Board Chairman Roland Harings emphasized that
investments of this magnitude require reliable overall conditions: “Aurubis is
committed to Germany as an industrial location. We will continue to expand metal
recycling as a key contribution to sustainability and the circular economy while
enhancing efficiency. This secures raw materials that are necessary for the energy
transition. To implement large-scale investments, we need long-term planning
security – regulation with foresight – especially when it comes to energy.”
The tankhouse is the last step in the copper refining process, in which anodes –
plates weighing about 400 kg with a copper content of up to 99.5 % that are
recovered by melting down recycling raw materials in multiple steps – are
dissolved in an electrochemical process. The copper ions are deposited on steel
plates, resulting in copper with 99.99 % purity. The other substances contained in
the anode, such as precious metals, are precipitated in this process, separated
from each other in the course of additional procedures, and likewise refined in the
Aurubis Group network.
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Aurubis - Metals for Progress
Aurubis AG is a leading global provider of non-ferrous metals and one of the largest copper
recyclers worldwide. The company processes complex metal concentrates, scrap metals,
and metal-bearing recycling materials into metals of the highest quality. Aurubis produces
more than 1 million tons of copper cathodes annually, and from them a variety of products
such as wire rod, continuous cast shapes, profiles, and flat rolled products made of copper
and copper alloys. Aurubis produces a number of other metals as well, including precious
metals, selenium, lead, nickel, tin, and zinc. The portfolio also includes additional products
such as sulfuric acid and iron silicate.
Sustainability is a fundamental part of the Aurubis strategy. “Aurubis responsibly transforms
raw materials into value” – following this maxim, the company integrates sustainable
conduct and business activities into the corporate culture. This involves a careful approach
to natural resources, responsible social and ecological conduct in everyday business, and
sensible, healthy growth.
Aurubis has about 7,400 employees, production sites in Europe and the US, and an
extensive service and distribution system in Europe, Asia, and North America.
Aurubis shares are part of the Prime Standard Segment of the German Stock Exchange and
are listed in the MDAX and the Global Challenges Index (GCX).
Further information at www.aurubis.com
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